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EVOLUTION OF SHIPPING AND SHIP-BUILDING IN
CALIFORNIA, 1L

CompiLEn rroMm  PERsoNAL Narramives or Cartaixs Domivco Marcucer, Jons
G. Norte, Perer Owexs, Parmick Tiensan, Georce Mipbremas, James
Dickir, Inving M. Sco1T, AKD OTHERS,

Cartaix NorTH™S NARRATIVE.

APTAIN Jobn G.
* North, Master ship-
builder, was born
in  Throndhjemn,
Norway, on the
15th of December,
1826. Of the land
of the Vikings, the
long lineage of his
hardy family has
left  its impress
upon the Nation's
history. Atthe age
aof filteen, he en-
tered the Govern-

= ment service,
passed a highly successful examination at
Horten, his papers being signed by Jensen,
Roval ship-builder, in a very commenda-
Lory style.

He was placed in charge of the building
of iwenty gun-boats for the Norwegian
Navy, and after fulfilling his trust in a
most satisfactory manner, he was given a
subsidy and permission to go to America to
studv American methods of ship-building.
He amived in Philadelphia July 2qth, 1843,
from there to New York, Bath, New
Orl¢cans, Boston and Pomland, working
at his wade in each place. He then
mace up kis mind not to return home, and
sailed the laner part of 1849 as firsst mate
on the ship ** Viking,” for WValparaiso.
On his arrival, the ** Viking™” was con-
demned, so he shipped aboard the wvessel

¢ Saratoga " as ship-carpenter, the 23rd of
May 185e, sailed (rom there on the 3oth, and
arrived in San Francisco on the 28th of
July 18s5e. Arriving here, he, like every-
body else went to the mines, but a few
months of that life soon proved to him that he
was not fitted for it, so he came back to
the city, slarting in with one small
steamer in company with the late William
H. Moore as captain, making from the be-
ginning $20 to 40 a head daily. This
small beginning became the nucleus around
which sech names as General Redington,
Captain Jame: Whitney, Benjamin Harts-
horne, Captain William H. Moore, Richard
Jessup, Captain Seymour and others formed
the California Steam Navigation Company,
which afierward swayed the entire inland
trade of California.  This company, owned
the “‘Surprise,” ‘*John Bragdon™ and
“*Comelia,” ali eastern built boats.

On the site of the old Union Foundry,
in 1852, the barge **Sacraments>™ was
built for Moorz, Page & Co., and then the
first stern-wheeler of California, the ¢ Phin-
eas,  afterwards wrecked, for General Red-
ington. In 1853, following each other in
rapid succession, came the “* Cleopatra,” for
Captain Taylor, by Captain Moore, the
# Helle,” «* Gem No. r," and tweniy-three
other hulls, barges and schooners. In 1854,
thé hrst side-wheel steam vessel ever buill in
San Francisco Bay for a foreign port, the
“[lore de las Andes,” for Captain Camy
and sent to Costa Rica, “Then the stemn-
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wheeler ¢ Clara,” for Captain Webster, as
an Alameda Ferry-boat. Captain North
had now made some $30,000 so he thought
he would try a venture for himself, and the
first ‘three masted schooner ever built on
the Pacifie! Coast to  sail for
country was built. She was named after
the well known actresses of that day, the
“Jusan' and Kate Dening.”  The ladies
presented the vessel with a full suit of fAags,
which’ cost no

small sum of

meney  in that

day. An item

of 35370 for

champagne for
lannehing
poses, is noted
among the ex-
penses. She
cost $28, 000,

a foreign

pur-

was sent bo Ause
tralia on her
first trip. The
captain  proved
a rogue, and the
vessel a  total
financial

although
Wwis

loss,
she
afterwards
sold to the Gow-
ernmgnt and she

was uzed as a

aispatch  bost,
hetwesen  Ansg-
tralia and Wew
LZealand  for
fneny years.  Captain MNorth  lost every
dollar, besides hiz labor, In 1355 the
© Success ™ was built for a  Marysville

the *f Pardes,”™

Company, and for Cap-
tain ¥, Foy, the ¢ Colorado,” for Hart-
shorne & Johnson, He took her in
tions to the Colorado

seC-
thers
Cali-

O his return, he built a small 43-

river, and
built the first steamer for the Gulf of
fornia.
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foot model of a side-whesl steamer for the
veteran, A, W. Lockhead. The “ Thomas
Payne ™ and the ** Red Bluff™ for the Cali-
fornia Navigation Company were finished
in 1855, and 1856 opened with the ** James
Blair,” for Captain Gunnell, and the first
ferry-steamer ‘o Oakland, the © Contra
" for Charles. Minturn, was . built in
Up to this time he had turned out
of his yards over rzo hulls of different

kinds. In 1358

he received a

Costa,’
1857,

very advantage-
ous offer to go
to Fussia, and
he contracted to
build a steamer
(the first
built on
Pacific

ever
the
Coast )
for the Russian
(rovernment.
This was the
siern-wheel
steamer  *° Ad-
miral Kasaeurt”
for the Amoar
river, Manchur-
ia. She was put
in frame juat
where the rail-
road offices and
yard is now on
the south side of
Townsend street
between  Third
and Fourth, He
went over to the Amoor with the sceamer in
pieces, put it together, received high praise
from her owners, but he could not be pre
vailed upon toe remain, so after eight month's
absence, returned.  The schooner *© Mary
Alice,” for Caplain Benson, was his first
work, and then the keel of the heautifud
steamer O Chryzopolis,™
the “Oakland,”

now known as

was lawd.  This was the
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between
SAacramento and
Red Bluff, and
the hne steamer
“Yosemite”
was built in this

run

year over at the
Pottero., 1t was
quarters
now at Steam-
boat Point, the

¢ Frenchman's

close

House™ and
“Wingards
White Mule ™,
were getfing to
be things of the
past.  Meeting
the Tayler
Brothers one
day, he ashed
them how much
they wanted for
the " Potrero
Point"”., Brad-
shaw’s Point was
nearer, but the
depth of water
was not s0 reg-

- X 24

- o : ular.  After =
- = ralk with «Old
e IR -'f-: Man," Captain
o ik :gw Anderson, the
amount agreed

THE GLD AKD THE NEW, .
upon was paid

largest boat up to this time built in San
Francisco, about g5o tons, 245 feet long
and 4o feet beam. (The *° Chrysopolis™
an her trial trip recorded the fastest time
ever madse between the pier and Benicia,
1 hour, 19 minutes). She was launched
ane beantiful moonlight night, the znd of
June, 1860, and all San Francisco came
to Third and Townsend streets to

Then comes No. 2."

down

see 1. et to

over, and Steam-

boar Polnr was g omemory.

¢ North's Shipyard ™ wasan accomplished
fact. He had now secured the rebuilding of
the ““Brother Jonathan,” and that was the
first work done at the new yard, Here in
March, 1861, the steamer ** Brother Jona-
than ” (which was builtin New York in 1851)
broken down to the fioor timber
heads, and reconstructed with entirely new

Her

Wels L1,

materials, of Puget Sound hard pine.
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frames were sided in, making a surface of
eiphtecn inches for recelving planks and fast-
enings. The whole floor of white and live oak
was perfectly sound, caulked and conse-
quently water tight,  Her former depth of
hold was 21 feet 6 inches, with three decks,

sailt o measure Tq feet
The hull
was diagonally strapped with iron $4x41a,
The ship clear through was square fastened,
outhoard planks, butt-bolted  and  tree-
New  white oak  stern,
water wheels, new new
spars, consisting of three masts,

but it was now re

of hold with anly  two decks.

wailed  through.
new windlass,
set of
with new rigping, and she was well and
thoroughly caulked with metal sheathing,
and her boilers were known as the **Mar-
tin's patent.”

It makes one’s heart thrill to think of his
efforts to hreak inthat hleak rocky spot fora
shipyard.  Just where the Pacific Rolling
Mills have their shops ground was broken
and the ** Brother Jonathan™ was hauled
out along shore,  What an undertaking!
Na steamn apparatus, no sliding ways, just
sheer Viking nerve.  Great timbers set in
the ground, immense pulley blocks and
hawsers.  One night old Commaodore Allen
came out with a gang of 150 Chinamen to
pull on the cables, and soon the steady
tramp of men and the wmild (¢} remarks of
Captains Allen and Anderson could

heard. The old steamer was crawling about

he

an inch in ten minutes up the well-greased
ways, when suddenly with a crash, a hawser
parted, every yellow Chinaman dropped his
life awver the hills
toward the city, accompanied by the bless-
ings of the captains, The * Jonathan ™
didn’t come ap that night.

This was the first shipbulding done at the

hold and ran for dear

Potrero, a ﬂLI_irli:r ]_1{;gir.|r1i.r1g in 1861 for the

crowning achievement in 1893 of the glori-

ous “ Olympia.”  Then came the steamer

“ Yosemite,” so long the crack steamer on

the Sacramento, now plying hetween Mew
WVor. ¥xv.—2
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She
the
fair
race 30Mme months since. comes the
“olorade ™ for Hartsharne & Johnson for
the Colorado Company, the * Wohare ™ for
I the
never  heen

Westminster, Vancouver and Victoria,
bears her laurels well, having beaten
Secotch-built steamer **Islander ™ in a
MNow

the same company, twin EEhI'IIZ]H["IF\.,

whose time  has beaten, the
“ George Lewis ™ and ** de Euphemia,” the
twin steamer “Reform™ for Captain Nelson,
the pionesr steamer for the froit trade of
the Sacramento river, for the company now
known as the California Transportation
Company, and the ** Washington * for Cap-
tain HBenson., Then the crowning of all
steamboat building up to this time—1863,
in the steamer ¢ Capital.”  No money was
spared to make her the fingst of her class,
She vied with the famous “ Mary Powell ”
of New York fame.  We must not forget
the heautiful little steamer ¢ Parthemus,”
built to use as a ferry-boat around the city
front.  In the meantime much other work
was going on. The steamer *° Comnelia”™
was cut in two, her stern hauled away forty
feet and a section of forty feet built in.
The work was suecessiul and she made bet-
ter time than before; steamer *° Pacific™
refitted, steamer *¢ Constantine,™ iron ship,
hauled out and made good as new,

COne night it had been raining, as it used
to rain, and nivers of water were pouring
down through the shig-yard, just where the
oas works now are; the ** Constantine ” had
been hanled out comfortably.,  Captains
Thorne and Kohl were happy.  Up comes
old Captain Anderson. **You'd better
come down to the yard ; the DMississipp
river i running under the ways and they are
Sure enough, when North and

]

spreading.”
his assistants pot down there, the steamer

e, while

was iouching the ground on one sic
the water was making havoc around the
Captain North stood quite still for
it meant thousands of dollars

Then men wers senl across

ock s,
a moament |
togs to him.,
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the hills to Mission street for hydraulic
pumps ; others were detailed to light up
fires to see what damage was done. The
whole Potrero turned out to assist ; the rope
walk men came down, and before 1z M.
next day the * Constantine” stood on an
even keel again,

Then came the night the big ship ** Har-
" broke the chain just as she was up,
and went into the water,
each link of chain striking the other making
fire, the heavy falls
giving out reports like great puns.  Captain
Narth leoked impassively at the ruin and
disaster. Every man standing by him was
dumb. Itwasz a.m, ¢ Boys,” said North,
¢ oo home and get yvour coflee ; I'll see you
again in the morning.”  When he came in,
he said to his wife, ¢ Chain’s broke again,
I'm going to bed.””  Nerved by hiz indom-
itable pluck he negotiated a loan with
the Clay-street Bank of F4y,000 at 1 per
cent. @ month, and bafore 3 .o had a
aang of men and two steam launches at
work, and in two weeks was ready for
business. 1t is needless to tell of his untiring
1t is woven into the history of San

riman

whizzing down

a continuous line of

activity.

B
et

E:“_::"""u

rmet
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Francisco. But enough ; he needed a rest,
and the ““boom ™ had struck the Potrero.
He had grown tired of buying the **De Hara"
title over and over again ; had grown tired of
the moued, “ent,” the “*woll gate,”
“ hridge.” He ta see Y Gamle
MNorge ¥ once again, so selling the then well
known ** North™s Ship Yard " to a syndicate

the
wanted

While at his native
city, Throndhjem, he drew plans and super-
intended the building of a light draught
stern-wheel steamer, to be used as a gov-
and called her the *f Po-

on board a Russian
corvette when the Suer Canal was thrown
open ; at Paris during the first week of the
sigge, and afterwards at the capitulation ; in
Rome at 5t, Petery’ the °infalli-
bility ™ was proclaimed ; in Hamburg when
Sedan and Strasburg fell ; up and
Thames through the works of Mandsley-of-
Arvmstrong  on

he relurned to Norway.

ernment transg
trero,™

ety
He was

when
down the

the Tyne; throvgh the
Seotch yards on the Clyde, across to the
Krupp Iron Works, to the Italian Nawvy
Yard. After three years, back to California.
No rest for that grand, active brain, for that

man whose * word was as as his

good

-!hllru Ty %
el L

L1 L LS

STEAMER _CAPITAL.
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bond.,” Business in his line was dull, but
he did not despair, His words were pro-
photic—** Tr will come sure, not for me, but
for others © the Potrers will bz known for
" He concluded to
There he con-
tracted to build two steamers for the Hon-
duraz R, . Co., and also to build 6ty
miles of railroad.  He invested largely, and
after remaining a few months returned to
He then went back
to Gruatemala, finished his contracts, but
was attacked with the fateful
returned to California. A

iton ship-buoilding yet.
go down to Guitemala.

California far supplies.

svers of that

country, and
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week later, September 19, 1872, he died,
leaving as monuments to his genius and
ability a new section to the city, the Potrero
Ship Yard, fifty-three bay and river steamers,
and 273 hulls of all descriptions, every one
of them models of their class, staunch and
true. It was a saying those days that if
John . North boilt a vessel it was not nec-
essary to insure her.,
more honorable and never
He was known to take off his over-
coat and give it to a dostitute sallor.

A troer friend and a
gEnerous nian
lived.
o=
neer ship-builder, hail and  farewelll for
fenrely his works do follow him,™

¥



