
YES on Proposition D
Save Pier 70

Pier 70 Today
Pier 70 is a 65-acre Brownfields site on San Francisco’s 
Central Waterfront. For over 150 years, portions of this site 
has been used for ship building and repair, or other 
supporting heavy industrial uses.  Now, Pier 70 is poised to 
become one of the City’s most unique new neighborhoods, 
preserving the history that helped make San Francisco a 
world-class waterfront city.

Cleaning up over a century of industrial pollution and 
revitalizing Pier 70 will provide up to 20 acres of new 
waterfront open space and a major new segment of the San 
Francisco Bay Trail for both residents and visitors to enjoy.  
It will also create as many as 8,000 new jobs and 3 million 
square feet of mixed-use development, while also preserving 
dozens of historic structures that help celebrate San 
Francisco’s maritime past. 

Pier 70 Charter Amendment
To ensure that the Pier 70 Master Plan becomes a 
reality, San Francisco needs to bring more certainty to 
the approval process for individual projects, and provide 
a tool to help fund the public benefits of the plan.  
Supervisor Sophie Maxwell has proposed a charter 
amendment that will help the Port realize the Pier 70 
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Pier 70 Preferred Master Plan
Since 2006, the Port has been conducting a public 
planning process to develop a Pier 70 Preferred 
Master Plan that is supported by the public and 
reconciles Pier 70 regulatory, economic, maritime, 
historic preservation, open space and shoreline 
access issues.

The Pier 70 Preferred Master Plan will:

• Create significant waterfront open spaces;
• Provide for clean up of polluted areas;
• Preserve ship repair activities and develop a compatible 

land use program;
• Define a Pier 70 historic district for listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places;
• Integrate with existing Central Waterfront neighborhoods;

Streamlining the discretionary approval process…

Proposition D will amend the city charter to allow 
the Board of Supervisors to approve a Pier 70 
plan, instead of individual leases, and empower the 
Port to negotiate these deals.  The Controller and 
Department of Real Estate will review the Port’s 
leases to make sure they are consistent with the 
Board-approved Pier 70 plan.

Paying for public improvements…

Proposition D will provide an optional financing tool 
to pay for Pier 70 improvements such as waterfront 
parks, remediation of environmental conditions, 
rehabilitation of historic buildings, maritime 
terminals and features like solar panels and natural 
storm-water management.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is Proposition D?
A charter amendment on the November, 2008 ballot, that would 
modify existing city code to provide the Board of Supervisors, 
Mayor and Port Commission the necessary tools to finance and 
streamline the approval process for the historic preservation and 
new development at Pier 70.  The measure has no formal 
opposition, and is endorsed by a variety of organizations and 
clubs throughout San Francisco.

Why is this charter amendment necessary?
Today, in order to develop at Pier 70, 12 discretionary approvals 
are required from eight different agencies. Because of the 
extensive amount of time involved, there is a high entitlement 
risk for potential developers that could discourage quality 
projects from even entering into the process at all.  Reducing the 
number of discretionary approvals needed will help entice high 
quality preservation, open space and new development to Pier 
70.

How does the optional financing tool work?
The proposed charter amendment requires the Port to show, and 
the Board of Supervisors to find, that Pier 70 lease revenues and 
property tax growth are not sufficient to pay for waterfront 
improvements at Pier 70 before seeking new financing from the 
Board of Supervisors.  Then, the Board of Supervisors could 
provide funding to the Port for parks, historic preservation and
other improvements not to exceed 75% of the payroll and/or 
hotel taxes that the City Controller projects will be generated 
from the Pier 70 development, for a period not to exceed 20 
years. 

Even if this proposition does not pass, won’t the Port still 
be able to develop the property?
Yes, but approving Proposition D is critical to ensuring some 
certainty to the entitlement process, and providing the level of
publicly-oriented improvements to the site (like parks) that the 
public expects.  The nationally significant historic resources on 
the site are in such a massive state of disrepair that if the City 
and Port do not act quickly to attract a development partner, it is 
likely that these structures will be lost.  Like many major North 
American cities, including Chicago, New York, Vancouver, and 
Philadelphia, San Francisco will be able to seamlessly connect 
the Pier 70 Waterfront area with the adjacent neighborhood and 
community.

Pier 70 is Endorsed by…

Supervisor Sophie Maxwell
Supervisor Michela Alioto-Pier
Supervisor Tom Ammiano
Supervisor Bevan Dufty
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd
SF Democratic Party (DCCC)
SF Republican Party
SF Chamber of Commerce
SPUR
SF Labor Council
SF Building and Construction Trades
SF League of Conservation Voters
SF Tomorrow
SF Architectural Heritage
Plan C-SF
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
Dogpatch Neighborhood Association
Pier70sf.org
City Democratic Club
Neighborhood Parks Council
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Potrero Hill Democratic Club
SF Women’s Political Committee (SFWPC)
Raoul Wallenberg Jewish Democratic Club
Noe Valley Democratic Club
GreenTrust SF
SF Young Democrats
SF Young Republicans
Westside Chinese Democratic Club
Asian Pacific Democratic Club
Irish American Democratic Club
African American Democratic Club
Richmond District Democratic Club
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